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POLICY FOR: Pupil Use of Mobile Phones Policy
Mission Statement

Creating Confidence, Empowering Excellence, Igniting Independence
Introduction

This policy is a statement of the principles, aims, strategies and content of our Safeguarding provision with regards to the use of mobile phones. It is intended to act as a reference point and to inform teaching staff, parents/carers, governors, visitors, LA officers and inspectors.

This policy was reviewed in September 2026 through a process of consultation with teachers, non-teaching staff, parents/carers and Governors.

Rationale

At Portobello Primary School, the safety, wellbeing, and education of our children are our highest priorities. While mobile phones can provide an important means of communication between children and their families, particularly for children who walk to and from school independently, their use within the school environment presents potential risks relating to safeguarding, privacy, cyberbullying, online safety and disruption to learning.
The school recognises that mobile technology is an increasingly significant part of modern life. However, primary-aged children require clear guidance and appropriate boundaries to ensure technology is used safely and responsibly. This policy seeks to balance the practical benefits of mobile phones with the school's duty to provide a safe, secure and focused learning environment.
Aims
This policy aims to:
· Safeguard children from potential misuse of technology

· Protect the privacy of children, staff and families

· Minimise disruption to teaching and learning

· Promote responsible digital citizenship

· Provide clear and consistent expectations for children, parents, carers and staff

· Ensure all pupils are safe when bringing mobile phones onto school premises

· Establish clear expectations regarding the possession and use of mobile phones

· Prevent unauthorised photography, recording and online communication during the school day

· Minimise distractions to learning and social interaction

· Promote responsible and respectful use of technology

· Support parents/carers who wish their child to carry a mobile phone for safety reasons before and after school

Expectations
Mobile phones are not required for learning, and children are discouraged from bringing them to school unless there is a genuine need. Where parents/carers decide that their child requires a mobile phone for travelling to and from school:
· The phone must be brought to school switched off

· The phone must be handed to the class teacher or designated member of staff immediately upon arrival

· The phone will be stored securely during the school day

· The phone will be returned to the child at the end of the school day

Responsibilities of Teaching Staff
Teaching staff have a responsibility to:
· Implement this policy consistently and fairly

· Ensure children understand the expectations regarding mobile phone use

· Collect and securely store mobile phones where required

· Monitor compliance with the policy

· Challenge inappropriate use of mobile phones and report concerns to the leadership team/ DSL
· Report safeguarding concerns relating to mobile devices in accordance with school safeguarding procedures

· Promote safe and responsible use of technology through the curriculum and daily practice

Responsibilities of Pupils
Children are expected to:
· Follow all school rules regarding mobile phone use

· Only bring a mobile phone to school when permission has been given by their parent or carer

· Ensure their mobile phone is switched off before entering the school site

· Hand their phone to the designated member of staff upon arrival 

· Respect the privacy and safety of others

· Never use a mobile phone to take photographs, make recordings or access online content during the school day

· Never use a mobile phone to bully, intimidate, threaten or upset another person

· Inform a member of staff immediately if they become aware of inappropriate use of technology
Responsibilities of Parents and Carers
Parents and carers have a responsibility to:

· Consider carefully whether their child genuinely requires a mobile phone in school

· Support the school's expectations and procedures regarding mobile phone use

· Discuss online safety and responsible technology use with their child

· Ensure that any mobile phone brought to school is appropriately labelled and in good working order

· Understand that the school cannot accept responsibility for loss, theft or damage to devices brought onto the premises

· Work in partnership with the school where concerns arise regarding inappropriate use
· Parents/carers should not contact pupils directly during the school day via mobile phone. In an emergency, all communication should be made through the school office.

Misuse of Mobile Phones
Examples of misuse include:
· Using a mobile phone during the school day

· Taking photographs or videos on school premises

· Recording staff or children without permission

· Refusing to hand over a phone when requested by a member of staff
Confiscation Procedures
Where a child breaches this policy:
· The mobile phone may be confiscated by a member of the leadership team
· The device will be stored securely

· Parents/carers may be informed

· Repeated breaches may result in parent/carer being required to collect the device from school and child no longer allowed to bring a phone to school
· Serious incidents may be managed as safeguarding concerns and referred to external agencies where necessary
This policy should be read in conjunction with the:

· Safeguarding policy

· Data protection/GDPR Policy 

· Behaviour Policy 

· E- Safety Policy

· SEND policy

· Equality Policy

· Remote Learning Policy 

· Code of Conduct 

Monitoring and Review  

It is the responsibility of all staff to follow the principles stated in this policy. The Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher will carry out monitoring across school. The Safeguarding Committee of The Governing Body will also be part of this process. This policy will be reviewed in October 2027.  

PAGE  
6

