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Portobello Primary School – Early Years Curriculum
Early Years Curriculum Intent
In Portobello Primary we recognise the importance and value of an excellent Early Years Curriculum. We aim to encompass key life skills and experiences, as well as developing all aspects of child knowledge and skills and the core principles embedded into the Early Years Foundation Stage:

· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured 
· Every child can learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 
· Every child can develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents/carers
· All children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 

Our skilled Early Years staff are able to develop these aspects of child knowledge and skills, with a memorable, enjoyable and effective Early Years experience, where our children feel safe and thrive. Therefore, we design opportunities to learn and talk about the local environment in which the children live. We carefully support the children to reflect upon unexpected changes to their world and give them strategies to become resilient, honest, curious and passionate.  

​To ensure that all of our children make good or above progress, we insist that the starting points and prior learning of children are identified before they can begin their successful learning journey. We embrace the differences in all our children and celebrate their individual successes and achievements. Whilst some aspects of our nursery curriculum have an element of challenge, which some children thrive on, we have fully embedded and believe in the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning which are:

· Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 
· Active learning - children concentrate, keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements 
· Thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

 Early Years Curriculum Implementation
In our Early Years setting, we meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. We actively pursue safeguarding and promote the welfare of all of our children. As soon as the children enter our setting, we give them the tools, trust and confidence to know they are safe in school and to be able to talk to us about things happening in their lives and how they feel. We recognise, utilise and develop the differing social and cultural identities and the experiences that these may bring. We know that children learn most effectively when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults who care for them. 
Our children in Early Years work towards the Early Learning Goals. These seven areas of learning are:
Prime Areas
· Personal, social and emotional development
· Physical Development
· Communication and Language development
Specific Areas
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Expressive arts and design

To support the early development of our children, we believe that they should develop the prime areas first. As the children grow and mature, having these areas secure will support their learning and development in the specific areas. We are passionate that our children must learn by active exploring and through creative and critical thinking, which takes place both indoors and outdoors. Self-regulation is embedded into everyday practice. Our children are taught to think of themselves as learners and to be actively involved in their own learning. We insist that all learning activities support the characteristics of effective learning:
· Playing and exploring 
· Active learning
· Creating and thinking critically
Subject knowledge of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is strong amongst all staff, and where necessary appropriate CPD is provided to upskill. This knowledge is used to plan a broad, balanced and progressive learning environment and curriculum for all of our children. Our topics are carefully planned but are then driven and delivered by a child centred approach. To allow all children to excel, we ensure we provide experiences which motivate children, and are deeply rooted in the love of stories and reading. During the school day the children have opportunities to play and learn collaboratively with their friends in both the indoor and outdoor learning environments. Adults can skilfully interact with the children during sessions such as plan, do, review. They use the time in the provision to provide consistent quality interactions, where children make choices about what they will do, carry out their ideas and then reflect. We recognise that is it through active intervention and the support of a skilled adult that children make the most progress in their learning. Therefore, we provide discrete planned teaching to groups of children. At times, and when appropriate, these can provide academic challenge. Children develop their individual skills, and gain knowledge at different rates. An important element of our challenge comes from ensuring we instil ambition into all our children as individuals, as they learn across the curriculum. This ambition provides the solid foundation for challenge, reflection, and celebration. We take action to ensure all activities, designed or encouraged within our setting, promote personal and physical development of our children. Progress is accumulative as children gain, refine and internalise skills, knowledge and behaviour. We continue to promote assessment with a child centred approach. It remains important for us to have an overview of the progress of all children, ensuring everyone is understood, supported, and meets their individual potential. Our curriculum would not be as successful without the support from parents and carers. We take pride in the positive relationships we build with our families, which we work hard to develop from the outset, whether families positively engage with us immediately or are initially harder to reach. The relationships we endeavour to promote are positive and long-lasting. We know successful partnership working between parent/carers and teaching staff has a direct impact on well-being and learning. 
Continuous Provision
The continuous provision in our Early Years refers to all areas which are available for children to use every day. Within these areas a range of core resources are provided for children to use. These resources offer a breadth of learning possibilities. The purpose of our effective continuous provision is to provide children with a constant environment that is safe for them to explore. Reflective of our curriculum, an important part of this provision is enabling the children to develop their skills and confidence in becoming independent learners. We are passionate that it is here children embed and connect concepts, as well and find challenge in their learning environment. Our continuous provision supports children’s learning and development across all seven areas and supports the characteristics of effective learning. High quality conversations regularly take place between children and our skilled EYFS staff. These conversations provide meaningful learning opportunities to model and extend speech and vocabulary. We ensure we are consistent within our continuous provision and recognise the importance of reflecting upon our practice. Twice a year staff complete audits provided by Early Excellence. These ensure we provide high quality resources to enhance our curriculum and learning opportunities for all children. 

Communication and Language
Spoken language and how this is developed is embedded in all seven areas of learning and development. The interaction that children have form the foundations for both language and cognitive development. Therefore, it is imperative that children have quality conversations in a language rich environment. Early Years staff can effectively build language by commenting on what the children are interested in and introducing new vocabulary. Children should then be provided with extensive opportunities to use and embed this new vocabulary in a range of contexts. Reading frequently to children and engaging children in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and songs is of uppermost importance. Children will become confident at using a range of rich vocabulary when they are immersed in conversation, story-telling and role play. 

	Area of Learning -  Communication and Language 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Listen to familiar stories with increasing attention and engagement 
When conversation interests them, listen to others in one-to-one or small groups 
Single channelled attention; move to a different task if their attention is fully obtained 
Join in with simple repeated refrains in rhymes, songs and stories 
Understand who and what in simple questions, e.g. ‘Who’s that?’ ‘What’s that?’ 
Name everyday objects, e.g. ball, pen, shoe, sock 
Respond to instructions with more elements, e.g., ‘Give the red ball to Sam’ 
Begin to ask simple questions e.g ‘Can I have a turn?’ 
Begin to talk about people and things that are not present, e.g. ‘my Grandma has a dog’

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:
Listen and engage with an unknown short story in a small group, e.g. commenting on the illustration
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories 
Focus attention (in self- chosen activities) 
Understand the use of, and vocabulary related to, tools / objects 
Respond to instructions with more elements, e.g., ‘Give the big ball to me; collect up all the blocks and put them in the box’. 
Use language to share feelings, experiences and thoughts 
Begin to hold a conversation but might jump from topic to topic 
Learn new words quickly and begin to be able to use them in communicating 
Begin to use a variety of questions 
Begin to use longer sentences, e.g. ‘I hurt my finger…’ (and what on)
Retell a simple past event in correct order 


	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens
Be able to sing a simple nursery rhyme all the way through 
Attend to, listen and respond appropriately in a range of situations (one to one, small group or whole class) with adults and/or their peers
To be able to understand and follow adult directions in a range of contexts
Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to stories, curriculum and experiences 
Show an understanding of prepositions, such as under, on top, behind 
Understand ‘who’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 
Speak clearly in a sentence using 4-6 words consistently
Be able to use language in recalling past experiences 
Use talk to explain what is happening and organise themselves in their play 
Begin to use a range of tenses (e.g. play, playing, will play, played) 
Develop their communication, recognising some age-appropriate errors in language 
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult / friend, using words as well as actions 
Start a conversation with an adult / friend and continue it for many turns 
Begin to use some expression in their conversations 
Begin to recognise ‘waiting your turn’ in a conversation when someone else is speaking 

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to listen attentively and hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teachers and friends. They will use newly learnt vocabulary and offer explanation for why things might happen.



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
In order for children to lead healthy and happy lives, their personal, social and emotional development is crucial. Safe relationships with safe supportive adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. It is of upper most importance that children learn how to manage emotions and are given the appropriate strategies to deal with the range of emotions that differing situations can bring. It is necessary for children to develop a positive sense of self. It is through this that they will develop confidence in their own abilities, persist and set simple goals. Through repetitive modelling and guidance, provided by adults, children learn how to look after their bodies, this includes making good choices for eating and independently managing personal needs. For children play should be as natural as breathing, however it is through supported interaction with other children they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts.
	Area of Learning - Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Begin to use manners using verbal/non-verbal communication 
Start to develop a sense of self
Show happiness when someone is kind to them, show negative emotion when someone or something upsets them
Enjoy playing alone or alongside others
Show interest in others’ play and join in activity alongside
Share toys with other children with support of a familiar adult
Seek out an adult to share emotions with 
Find a familiar adult if another child is upset or hurt
Separate from their close carers without support and explore new situations eagerly with encouragement from another familiar adult
Build relationships with special people, showing more confidence in the presence of strangers in a familiar setting 
Begin to follow routines and boundaries with some adult prompting
Show understanding of obvious feelings e.g. they are cross and that’s why they are shouting
Initiate own play ideas, usually choosing areas of interest but branching out to areas they are less familiar with
Be independent with simple personal care e.g. accessing the snack table, hanging up their own coat, taking off own socks and shoes 
Be willing to experience new foods e.g. hold, lick

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Be aware that they share some similarities and differences with others
Begin to express a wide range of feelings in their interactions
Enjoy a sense of belonging
See adults as role models and mimic their behaviour in their own interaction with others
Makes choices and decisions based on their own ideas/preferences, and feels a sense of achievement in doing so
Invite preferred friends to play and attempt to join others’ play
Seek out companionship with familiar adults and children, sharing experiences and simple play ideas 
Show a ‘can do’ attitude to new resources and activities 
Shows interest and initiates simple interaction with an unfamiliar adult in a familiar setting 
With prompting, participate in a wider variety of personal care and responsibilities e.g. toileting, unzipping own coat, washing and drying hands
Be willing to try new foods and show an understanding that fruit and veg is good for you

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Show an awareness of how others might be feeling
Express a wide range of self-aware emotions and feelings in their interactions with others and through their behaviour and play
Show some awareness of the similarities and differences between themselves and others
Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating on play ideas
Find a supportive adult for help in resolving conflict with friends
Be able to access and concentrate on an adult directed task
Be able to follow routines, rules and adult direction and understand why they are important
Selects and use activities and resources, with help when needed
Remember routines and expectations without needing an adult to remind them
Become independent with an ever-increasing range of personal skills e.g. putting on own socks and shoes, fastening/unfastening zips and large buttons, helping with small responsibilities (e.g. giving out the cups at snack time)
Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate accordingly. Learn and play cooperatively in the provision and take turns with others, showing sensitivity to their own and others needs. Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.



Physical Development
Physical Development enables children to lead happy and healthy lives, therefore is vital to their all-round development. Both gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for healthy bodies and fine motor skills are later linked to key life skills and skills which are used in academic learning activities. Children develop physically at different rates, whether they are physically very able or require support with such skills, it is important that they are taught to use their surrounding environment to set their own goals and have the ambition to succeed in these on a personal level. 
	Area of Learning - Physical Development 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Walk, run and climb on different levels and surfaces being aware of obstacles
Move in response to music
Turn pages in a book
Participate in finger and action rhymes, songs and games
Use smaller paintbrushes, dabbers and chunky mark making tools to make marks on paper
Use large arm movements to wave scarfs, ribbons in circular movements 
Pour water from a large bottle or jug into the tray
Point to parts of the body when an adult names them

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Move in different ways on different levels and surfaces being aware of obstacles
Put two or more movements together when they move in response to music
Turn pages in a book being able to stop at the page they want 
Use pincer grip to pick up small objects 
Use a range of mark making tools to make deliberate marks on paper using the correct pressure
Stand still and upright on a spot, starting to lift one leg 
Use large arm movements to create lines and circles pivoting from the shoulder and 
Pour water from a large bottle or jug into another container 

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Run with spatial awareness and negotiate space successfully
Remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music 
Manipulate a range of tools and equipment in one hand
Jump up into the air with both feet leaving the floor 
Attempt to skip, hop, stand on one leg
Hold equipment/tools consistently in the same hand, e.g., pencil, paint brush, glue spreader
Hold a pencil consistently in the same hand using a tripod grip for mark making, name writing, drawing etc. 
Have developed finger strength and control in order to be able to manipulate and use tools independently and effectively 
Attempt to put on own shoes and coat 
Be able to pour water from a smaller bottle or jug into another container

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to play cooperatively and take turns with others. Use their fine motor skills to be able to hold a pencil effectively using the tripod grip and be able to use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery. 



Literacy
It is vital that children develop a life-long love of reading. Reading is made up of language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension begins as soon as babies are born. Adults begin to talk about the world around them, they read books, say rhymes and sing songs. Children are often immersed in language. The reading of words is taught and learned later on in the development of a child. Children need to decode (work out) unfamiliar words and recognise the familiar in order to read and gain meaning from a text. Writing involves transcription of spelling and handwriting and composition of articulating ideas in speech before recording them in the written form. 
	Area of Learning - Literacy 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Use learned vocabulary from familiar stories in their own play, e.g. ‘I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down’ 
Fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g., Humpty Dumpty sat on a 
Understand the words ‘cover’ and ‘pages’ in relation to books
Copy syllable clapping for their own name
Begin to develop phonological awareness through exposure to alliteration, rhyming words and stories, syllable demarcation Engage in purposeful mark making and assign meaning to their marks, e.g. ‘this is a dog’
Begin to choose a dominant hand for mark making
Begin to copy pre-writing shapes, e.g. circles, lines, crosses etc
Take part in activities that support fine motor and manipulation skills and finger strength

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Listen and engage with an unknown short story in a small group
Know that there is a beginning and an end to a story
Recall something from familiar stories
Listen to and join in with a wider range of texts, when reading one-to-one and in small groups
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories
Handle books carefully and the correct way up with growing competence
Begin to develop phonological awareness through exposure to alliteration, rhyming words and stories, syllable demarcation
Begin to include mark making in their play
Independently make pre-writing shapes and symbols
Recognise their own name from a selection 
Distinguish between picture and writing in their own mark making
Copy letters from their own name and words they are interested in writing, e.g. Mam 
Draw with recognisable form, using 2D shapes e.g. circle for face, eyes, nose, mouth etc.

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Understand that print has meaning
Understand that print can have different purposes
Know we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
Name the different parts of a book
Listen to familiar stories with increasing attention and engagement
Ascribe meanings to signs, symbols and words that they see in different places
Retell their favourite part of a familiar story
Look at and enjoy books independently
Distinguish between illustrations and print
Engage in non-fiction books
Engage in oral blending and segmenting activities
Continue to develop phonological awareness through exposure to alliteration, rhyming words and stories
Include mark making and early writing in their play
Imitate adults’ writing by making continuous lines of shapes and symbols (early writing) from left to right
Make an attempt at writing their own name, or other names and words
Independently recognise their name in different contexts
Sing a simple nursery rhyme all the way through 

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to retell stories and use recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems. Children will write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 



Mathematics
An early love of number and a solid foundation to mathematical skills and patterns are essential for a life long learning in mathematical thinking. Mathematics is not a trick nor a song or rhyme but a series of thinking, making connections and forming firm foundations. Young children need to be able to count with confidence and have a secure and deep understanding of the numbers to and within 10 and be offered the opportunities to apply and consolidate their understanding in a number of different ways. It is of upper most importance that children are immersed in mathematical language and develop positive attitudes towards reasoning and ‘having a go’. 
	Area of Learning - Mathematics  

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Show an interest in numbers through games and playful activities
Begin to say the number names, some of which are in the right order (rote counting)
Begin to count on their fingers to 3
Compare amounts saying which has more or the same
Listen and enjoy number songs and rhymes 
Explore how things look from different viewpoints including things that are near or far away
Explore differences in size, length, weight and capacity – which one is longest? Heaviest? Full? Empty?
Predict, move and rotate objects to fit the space or create the shape they would like (inset puzzles and pattern blocks)
Begin to understand some talk about immediate past and future – before, now and next
Join in with simple patters in sounds, objects, games, stories, dance and movements, predicting what comes next

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Recite numbers up to 5 and beyond with support
Begin to point, touch or move items, saying one number name for each item - 1, 2, 3 
Begin to recognise numbers which are familiar to themselves
Continue work on conceptual subitising 
Show fingers for numbers to 5 with support whilst counting or singing number songs
Become familiar and aware of key mathematical resources, including: numicon, counters, tens frames and multilink
Compare two small groups of objects, saying when there are the same/different number of objects in each group
Play with and begin to name some common shapes, e.g., name circle, square 
Respond to both informal and common shape names, e.g., find something pointy, twisty, wiggly, bumpy, heart, star, flower, straight, wavy, bent 
Classify and sort shapes by a given criteria for example big circles and small circles
Begin to understand and respond to the language of position, e.g., on, inside, next to, under, over, in front, behind 
Show an awareness of what’s happening now and what is happening next through everyday activities

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Subitise up to three objects 
Recite numbers past 5 by rote and with visual 
Count back from 5 to 0 by rote 
Hold fingers up correctly for each number to 5 when counting orally
Count on in 1s from any number up to 5 
Chant rhymes and songs involving numbers to 5 and beyond
Recognise numerals 0-3 
Count one-to-one correspondence to 3 
Know that the order in which objects are counted doesn’t affect the total 
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set tells you how many there are
Link numerals and amounts to up to 3 by matching objects to the number 
Experience the language of zero meaning nothing through play and every day practical activities
Display an understanding of the composition of numbers to 3, practical part whole model 
Have practical exposure to quantities, more/fewer
Recognise and name numicon pieces for 1, 2, 3,4 and 5
Say some common shape names, e.g., circle, square, rectangle, triangle 
Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using informal language – sides, corners, straight, flat, round
Sort shapes by a given criteria
Understand and use the language of position, e.g., on, inside, next to, under, over, in front, behind through play
Make models in the block area and respond to practitioners using the vocabulary can you make it taller? Shorter? Longer?
Find the longer or shorter, heavier or lighter and more/less full of two items
Recognise and discuss patterns on clothes, in nature and in the environment
Begin to use time words such as now, then
Begin to sing days of the week – introduce yesterday and tomorrow

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to recognise quantities to 5 and have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, exploring and representing patterns within numbers to 10.



Understanding the World 
The children need to learn to make sense of and understand the world which surrounds them and in which they live. To do this they need to develop an enquiring mind and a sense of belonging. Each child comes to school as a unique child but they bring with them their family and their culture. Children foster and develop their understanding of our vast, developing and diverse world through first hand experiences, such as meeting people and visiting places, as well as listening to stories and using technology. 
	Area of Learning – Understanding the World 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Be interested in photographs of themselves, their family and objects 
Explore unfamiliar objects by linking together different approaches: shaking, hitting, looking, feeling, pulling, turning
Talk about their immediate family

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Talk about significant events in their own life
Imitate everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background
Play with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand experiences
Talk about and notice the changes in materials 
Know that trees, flowers and grass are plants and are living and grow 
Know that animals need things to live, just as humans do 
Know we can help to look after our immediate environment 

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties
Talk about what they see, using a developing range of vocabulary
Begin to make sense of their own life story
Ask questions about people outside their immediate family 
Know that there are different jobs and occupations and talk about some common ones
Talk about the weather and appropriate clothing 
Plant seeds, care for them and know they will grow into a plant
Relate this to life cycle of a plant
Understand the life cycle of an animal 
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things
Talk about different forces they can feel eg, push
Know that some materials change and give examples
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people
Know that there are countries beyond ours and that things are the same and different in these, in comparison to ours 
Show some awareness of the similarities and differences between themselves

	Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. Children will know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now and describe their immediate environment. Throughout Reception, the children will be taught to understand changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.



Expressive Arts and Design
Artistic talent and cultural awareness support imagination and creativity. Therefore, providing time and opportunities to engage, play and explore arts, using a wide range of media is important to child development. Art can also play an important part of how children learn to express themselves as they develop their understanding and communication. 
	Area of Learning -  Expressive Arts and Design 

	In the Autumn Term children will be taught to:

	Use sounds (voice, body and instruments) 
Join in with movement and dancing 
Tap out simple repeated rhythm e.g. clapping, tapping knees 
Join in with familiar songs and rhymes 
Develop an understanding of marks to represent objects or images 
Use various construction materials, e.g., joining pieces, stacking vertically and horizontally, balancing
Use tools for a purpose
Take part in simple pretend play using an object to represent something else

	In the Spring Term children will be taught to:

	Use sounds to express experiences, ideas and feelings
Create some movements in response to music, stories 
Start to draw a recognisable picture, eg,. circle for face, eyes, nose, mouth
Sing parts of a range of familiar songs 
Be exposed to a wide range of music – across different cultures
Begin to add purpose and meaning to their building with resources e.g. junk modelling, construction kits
Takes part in pretend play using an object to represent something 
Play alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme

	In the Summer Term children will be taught to:

	Listen to and respond to music and the patterns in music
Match the sound of a musical instrument
Move creatively in response to music 
Sing a simple nursery rhyme or song all the way through 
Draw an identifiable picture of a person and basic animal
Explore colour mixing with a range of media
Use a range of resources to build with a purpose or meaning
Engage in imaginative play based on own ideas or first-hand or peer experiences
Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment
Use available resources to create props or creates imaginary ones to support play
Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas

	[bookmark: _Hlk125381092]Our Nursery Curriculum prepares our children for their learning in Reception. Learning to safely use a variety of materials and tools and techniques, experimenting with colour and design. The children will sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music
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