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Rationale
This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Portobello Primary School in relation to the teaching and learning of English. It gives a framework to which all staff, teaching and non-teaching, work. At Portobello Primary School we aim to provide a supportive, stimulating and secure environment where children are encouraged to express themselves and where their contributions are valued. We endeavour for all our children to be proficient readers, writers, spellers and confident speakers, who can transfer their English skills to all areas of learning in the curriculum and are prepared for a lifelong journey as learners.  
Aims
In Portobello Primary we facilitate the best possible outcomes for all our children. We recognise the importance of retrieval and the impact that this has on learning for all our children to be able to remember and do more. Therefore, we ensure that sufficient time for high quality retrieval practice is firmly embedded into the teaching sequence. To strengthen their understanding and consolidate knowledge and skills we ask that retrieval practise takes place not just during the lesson but over time. Children actively participate in high quality rehearsal, summarising, analysing or application activities. Through our curriculum, we provide rich purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and oracy. We are passionate that our environment promotes a love of books and reading where children feel inspired to read. High quality materials, such as quality texts are used to provide quality teaching and learning sequences. We prioritise the teaching and learning of Phonics and Early Reading and recognise the value of a systematic synthetic phonics programme to teach children letter-sound relationships. From Reception onwards, Phonic and Early Reading sessions are explicitly taught following Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. We follow this scheme’s programme progression with rigour and fidelity. Oracy skills are vitally important for developing and maintaining a healthy mind. We aim to:
· Provide a rich and stimulating language environment, where oracy, reading and writing are integrated 

· Provide opportunities for children to become confident, competent and expressive users of the language with a developed knowledge of how it works 
· Encourage children to express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate responses to a range of texts both fiction and non-fiction using appropriate technical vocabulary 

· Foster an interest in words and their meanings, and to promote the development of a growing vocabulary in both spoken and written form

· Engage children with an understanding of a range of text types and genres 

· Foster an enthusiasm for, and love of, reading for life 

· Enable children to write in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of audience and purpose 

· Develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas of literacy
· Teach the children to use grammar and punctuation accurately 

· Develop the understanding of correct spelling convention 

· Encourage the production of effective, well presented written work using fluent and legible handwriting 

· Provide opportunities for children to communicate ideas through the use of technology 

· Provide opportunities for role-play and drama 

Expectations and requirements

By the end of Key Stage Two all our children will have made considerable progress from their starting points in EYFS. They will have developed transferrable skills which will be invaluable to them in leading successful lives. Our children leave us at the end of Key Stage Two as fluent readers who understand that reading is important to gain both information and knowledge, but not only that, they choose to do so for the love, passion and pleasure of picking up a book of their choice.  All genres of writing are familiar to them, and teaching can focus on creativity, writer’s craft, sustained writing and manipulation of grammar and punctuation skills. Speaking is one way for children to be able to express themselves. By the time our children are ready to leave us they are fluent, confident speakers who are able to use a wide range of adventurous and ambitious vocabulary in the correct context and for different purposes. They can maintain concentration and attention when others are speaking and add their own interpretation and build on the contributions of others. Skills taught in the English lesson are transferred into other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and a deeper understanding. 
In the Early Years (Reception), children should be given opportunities to:
· Use language for communication and thinking 

· Link letter and sounds 

· Become immersed in an environment rich in print and develop an interest in stories 

· Begin to communicate through emergent writing 

At Key Stage One (Years One and Two), children should:
· Speak confidently and listen to what others have to say 

· Begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm 

· Use language to explore own experiences and imaginary worlds

At Key Stage Two (Years Three - Six), children should: 
· Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry and understand and be familiar with some ways in which narratives are structured through basic literacy ideas of setting, character and plot 

· Understand and be able to write in a range of non-fiction genres and structure text in a style suited to its purpose
· Use grammar and punctuation accurately 

· Have an interest in words and a growing vocabulary 

· Write creatively and enjoy writing 

· Plan, draft, revise and edit their own work 

· Understand and use phonic systems and spelling conventions 
The Governing Body
Regular reports are made to the Governors on the progress of English provision. These can be included in the Head Teacher’s Report each term. English Portfolio Governors meet with members of the Senior Leadership Team during the academic year to monitor the progress in English against the School Improvement Plan objectives.
Parent and Carer Involvement

We believe it is vitally important to work together with parents and carers to support their child’s development of English. We promote a positive home school partnership in the following ways: 

· Asking parents/carers to read regularly at home and record and write comments in the home school link book, and to be ‘reading role models’ for their children
· Sharing information – newsletters, leaflets, social media 

· Celebrations – special events such as World Book Day, assemblies, displays, book fairs, etc 

· Home Learning - in line with our home learning policy and home/school agreement 

· Invite parents and carers into school to participate in English workshops and celebrations
Subject Organisation

The National Curriculum Programmes of Study form the basis of English teaching and learning at Portobello Primary School. The Early Years Foundation Stage, Birth to Five Matters is followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. Pupil provision is related to attainment and progress, and teaching staff use formative and summative assessment to ensure bespoke personalised teaching and learning in all aspects of English.
Inclusion

We have an inclusive approach when delivering our diverse, broad and balanced curriculum and recognise the needs and strengths of all our individual children. All children will succeed in this curriculum area because of our bespoke approach to their learning requirements. We embrace the differences in all our children and celebrate their individual successes and achievements. Therefore, we provide bespoke personalised learning where planning is adjusted for individuals or groups of learners and the English curriculum adapted to avoid overloading the working memory and ensure children remember more, can do more, and make progress.  All children receive daily high-quality English Reading, Writing, Oracy and Phonics/Spelling teaching. Where identified some children receive targeted support or further challenge to enable them to achieve appropriate objectives and meet their full potential. Intervention strategies are mentioned on individual children’s Learning Plans and shared with parents and carers. The needs of children with English as an additional language are met through planning and support. This is supported by our Equal Opportunities and SEND Policy. 
Equal Opportunities

At Portobello Primary School we have universal ambitions for every child, whatever their background or circumstances. All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged. In order to engage all children, cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious beliefs are all celebrated. We are passionate about teaching our children the importance of equality and equity and what forms discrimination can take, believing it is important for children to feel represented within their school community. Therefore, we also dedicate a section of the library to books promoting diversity, which feature a range of diverse characters. These books are frequently used by all classes as a teaching tool or reading for pleasure.
Foundation Stage
The children in Early Years will experience Communication, Language and Literacy as part of the areas of development, as laid out in Foundation Stage Curriculum. Through careful planning teachers will ensure that all needs are provided for. Speaking and Listening skills are highly regarded and the environment is language rich, with a focus on developing vocabulary and skills. We want our children to develop a lifelong love of reading and to use the new and rich vocabulary taught in a range of Reading and Writing learning activities. From Reception onwards, Phonic and Early Reading sessions are explicitly taught following Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised.
Emergent writing is encouraged through informal writing opportunities within the continuous provision. When children are familiar with the phonics and letter formation, they are encouraged to attempt a more focussed form of writing using the initial, end and medial sounds in words. They progress to learning high frequency words and making phonic attempts at writing phonetically decodable sentences, with correctly spelt high frequency words, across all areas of learning. 
Approaches to Reading
Through our Reading curriculum, we provide rich purposeful opportunities for reading and discussion. We endeavour for all our children to be proficient readers, who can transfer and use their reading skills to all areas of learning in the curriculum and are prepared for a lifelong journey as readers. Our children become fluent readers who understand that reading is important to gain both information and knowledge, but not only that, they choose to do so for the love, passion, and pleasure of picking up a book of their choice.  We recognise that effective teaching of Reading must be planned carefully. Reading teaching not only supports children to become confident readers, but to see themselves as readers and become better readers. Through our teaching of Reading, we create excitement, fascination and a love of books and texts which the children will take with them as they mature and grow. By listening to stories and texts we immerse children in language, vocabulary, experience, and culture. Some of which they would not have experienced. We encourage and teach children the skills to engage with the texts and to understand the rich new vocabulary. Through immersing children in quality texts, teaching rich vocabulary and allowing them to hear teaching staff read aloud, comprehension becomes the outcome.
Listening to Stories and Texts 

We understand the importance of children being read to and having reading role models. Children can learn so much from listening to a fluent reader reading a rich quality text aloud. Fluency and prosody is modelled to the children through English teaching texts and class reading texts.

Phonics and Early Reading

At Portobello Primary School we prioritise the teaching and learning of phonics and recognise the value of a systematic synthetic phonics programme to teach children letter-sound relationships. From Reception onwards, Phonic and Early Reading sessions are explicitly taught following Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. For more information please refer to our Phonics and Early Reading Policy. 

Our curriculum is organised in such a way to give children the opportunity to apply their phonics and reading skills outside of phonics sessions, to give them crucial practise to embed skills and immerse our learners in a language rich environment where stories, songs and rhymes are celebrated.

Accelerated Reader  

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading programme that aims to foster independent reading. The internet-based software assesses reading age and suggests books that match the needs and interests of children. Children take computerised quizzes on the books and earn AR points as they progress. Every child will be given a book level within a reading range, depending upon their reading ability, and will select a book from within that range. This means that the children will have a variety of books to choose from, books which will be sufficiently challenging but also within their reading ability so they can be understood and enjoyed. Our children enjoy using the Accelerated Reader programme from Year Two onwards at Portobello Primary School to support their reading at home. This ensures they are reading texts at home at the right level for them and answer comprehension questions once they have completed their home reading.

Whole Class Teaching of Reading
In Years Two – Six, whole class taught reading sessions are a pedagogical approach to reading, and is an effective way of building, developing, applying and securing skills in reading for a wide and diverse range of children. At Portobello Primary School we implement the scheme ‘Ready to Read’. This allows teachers to model and teach children to read fluently and with prosody, appropriate expression and with an emphasis on vocabulary. We teach them to answer a range of taught comprehension questions and complete activities which relate to the quality text. Metacognitive strategies are embedded throughout. In Reception and Year One children have three reading sessions a week. The children read books that are closely matched to their phonic ability. The sessions have a focus of decoding, prosody and comprehension.

Independent reading or ‘Reading for Pleasure’

Independent reading or ‘Reading for Pleasure’ is encouraged across all Key Stages. In Reception and Year One independent reading is facilitated through Key Questions in the reading area and a wide variety of books being made available in areas of child-initiated learning. In Year Two upwards, children are expected to participate in quiet reading and again, a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books across a range of genres are made available in every classroom. 

Children in our school are given the opportunity to choose a book to borrow from class libraries to read in school and at home. Children are also encouraged to bring books from home to share in the classroom and a class book is also read. 

Creating a reading environment

At Portobello Primary School we aim to provide a classsroom environment which promotes a love of books and reading where chidren feel inspired to read. Each classroom is a language rich environment with lots of environmental print, labels, posters, information, children’s recorded learning etc. Books are given their rightful place throughout the school. Each room has a class library where books are displayed in a variety of ways. A display of topic books, dictionaries and thesaures’s are easily accessible to the children. 

In addition, children are provided with opportunities to engage in reading through carefully structured daily sessions including:

· Guided reading
· Whole class teaching of reading
· Independent reading

· Reading for pleasure

· Shared peer reading 

· Listening to a story being read 

Promoting Reading

Portobello Primary School promotes reading through organising reading events such as National Story Telling, National Poetry Day and World Book Day. Each class are involved in a variety of activities such as: book swapping, paired reading, whole school story writing and telling and visits to the local library. Furthermore, visitors such as authors, actors/actresses and people from the local community are invited into school to ignite reading for the children and capture their interest. 

Reading in School and at Home

All children in school receive a home school reading book(s).  In order to provide children with opportunities to practise what has been taught. Children in Early Years and Year One are given books from the Little Wandle Phonic Reading Scheme, that are closely matched to their phonological knowledge. Similarly, children who still require phonetically decodable reading books in Year Two and Key Stage Two access these reading books too. Decodable books are only one part of the reading diet and children must have access to other books too. To ensure a range and breadth of reading experiences, children also choose their own favourite books to read. 

In Years Two to Six, the children read books at home according to their Accelerated Reader ‘ZPD’ level. However, children who have not yet made expected progress in their reading will continue to read following the phonic scheme books. We have a wide range of books which have been especially written for older children with a low reading level, but high interest, and those of which would appeal to reluctant readers. All home school reading books are kept in the child’s reading bag, or school bag so that the parents and carers can be involved in the reading process and comment on books they have shared with their children in their home school link books. Additionally, to promote a love of learning and an interest in books and authors, children also have the opportunity to read a book of interest, a ‘free reader’ which they have chosen for themselves. We invite our parents and carers in to several Phonics and Reading workshops during the school year so they can learn how to best support reading at home. 

Approaches to Writing
We inspire children to take pride in their writing and teach them to write clearly, imaginatively, and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. Writing is linked to a class text that has been carefully selected to: ensure exposure to quality literature; further develop cultural capital and engage in the writing of a variety of authors. The teaching of spelling, punctuation and grammar is fully integrated into the teaching sequences. Through contextualising high-quality punctuation and grammar in our quality reading texts our children confidently apply their learning in their writing. Every half term children produce a variety of shorter and extended pieces of writing. Each extended piece is formally assessed by class teachers with a sample selected for moderation throughout the year.  In addition, children have a writing checklist in their books of objectives which they review verbally with teaching staff. When evidence shows that an objective has been met three times this is then highlighted as complete on their checklist. Teaching staff are responsible for facilitating learning to support children to complete writing checklists. 

Our progressive curriculum aims to ensure all children become confident and effective writers as they move through school with a want to write and the knowledge to accurately and coherently, adapt their language and writing style and for a range of contexts, audiences and genres. 
Writing Across the Curriculum/Extended Writing

Writing across the curriculum gives children the opportunity to consolidate learning of particular writing skills through other subject areas. It gives teaching staff a chance to evaluate their teaching and assess the progress of the children using a context and a purpose. Teachers use this writing, along with ongoing teacher assessment, to make judgements about pupil progress and plan the next steps in individual and group learning. 

In addition to themed days and weeks in school, we also offer opportunities for children to access further English opportunities outside the classroom. These opportunities include theatre visits, workshops and visits which in turn stimulate the writing process.

Phonics and Spelling
To be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill. We endeavour for all our children to be proficient spellers, who can transfer their spelling skills to all areas of learning in the curriculum and are prepared for a lifelong journey as learners and in their future lives can use their spelling skills to their advantage.  When spelling become automatic, children are able to concentrate on the content of their writing. Confidence in spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s self-image. 
In Reception and Key Stage One, daily Phonics is the key to the children’s learning of spelling. This is explicitly taught following Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised which is a complete systematic synthetic Phonic programme. Here, common exception words are also taught. 

From years two to six the teaching of spelling is enhanced by the ‘No Nonsense Spelling Scheme’. The scheme is taught discretely three times a week. The scheme gives children the opportunity to learn a spelling pattern, practise it, apply it and revisit it. We constantly strive to create a variety of spelling activities, which are visual, auditory and engaging for the children. Our aim over time is to ensure our children become accomplished, proficient spellers. A key feature of how we teach spellings is by understanding children's spelling journey. We use the children's phonics foundations to build up their spelling knowledge. 
Handwriting

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. Given effective teaching, handwriting can be mastered by most children by the time they are seven or eight years old enabling them, with practice, to go on to develop a faster and more mature handwriting style ready for secondary school and adult life. In addition, we use Common Exception Words to develop our children’s handwriting and sentence structure.
Oracy in English
In English, oracy is fundamental to developing children’s ability to express themselves, engage with texts, and communicate effectively in a range of contexts. All four strands of oracy—physical, linguistic, cognitive, and social & emotional—will be explicitly taught and embedded throughout the curriculum to support children in becoming confident, articulate, and thoughtful communicators.

Physical: Children will develop clear and confident verbal delivery through activities such as reading aloud, performing poetry or drama, and giving presentations. They will practise using tone, pace, volume, and body language to enhance their spoken communication.

Linguistic: Children will be taught to use a rich and varied vocabulary, appropriate grammar, and effective sentence structures to express ideas clearly and persuasively. They will engage in discussions, debates, and storytelling to develop fluency and precision in their language use.

Cognitive: Oracy will support children in developing critical thinking and interpretive skills. They will be encouraged to analyse texts, justify opinions, explore themes, and reflect on language choices through structured talk and collaborative dialogue.

Social & Emotional: Through group discussions, peer feedback, and role-play, children will build empathy, active listening skills, and confidence in expressing their views. They will learn to respect diverse perspectives and communicate with sensitivity and emotional awareness.

Oracy will be embedded throughout the English curriculum, enriching students’ engagement with literature, enhancing their writing, and equipping them with the communication skills essential for academic success and life beyond the classroom.
Display
Each classroom in our school has an English display.  This is a display which shows the main aspects of writing at word and sentence level as well as showing the main features and literary techniques which are being taught. Teachers and children use this display as a point of reference. Examples of our pre-cursive handwriting expectation are also displayed in each classroom and key vocabulary pertinent to their writing.
Assessment
Assessment of English is in line with the schools' assessment procedures. Teachers use the school assessment system Gateshead Assessment Tracker (GAP) to assess children’s Reading and Writing skills. Judgements are formed using evidence from both formative and summative assessments. Older children are supported in assessing their own learning and identifying for themselves what they need to do to move forward. All children know how to improve and progress in their learning. In-school moderation occurs termly across the school to give teachers opportunities to share their judgements with others and to discuss progress. Following on from the in-school moderation process, all teaching staff attend cluster and Local Authority moderation meetings so that assessment judgements can be discussed and confirmed. This robust assessment process helps teachers to identify areas for development and informs future planning.
Role of the subject leader

The English subject leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English through:

Monitoring and evaluating English: 

· Pupil progress 

· Provision of English (including Intervention and Support programmes)

· The quality of the Learning Environment 

· The deployment and provision of support staff

· Taking the lead in policy development

· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD

· Purchasing and organising resources

· Keeping up to date with recent English developments

Monitoring and Review

It is the responsibility of those working in school teaching English to follow the principles stated in this policy. The Head Teacher, Deputy Head Teacher and Subject Leaders, will carry out monitoring on the English curriculum as part of the whole school monitoring schedule. The Curriculum Committee of The Governing Body and English Portfolio Governors will also be part of this process. This policy will be reviewed in March 2028
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