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French Curriculum Overview
Creating Confidence, Empowering Excellence, Igniting Independence

	French Curriculum Intent

In Portobello Primary it is our intent to develop an interest in learning another, or other languages. As well as learning the French language, we endeavour to teach an understanding of the culture of countries in which the language is spoken. We recognise the importance of the essential skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Therefore, we have organised the teaching and learning in the curriculum to build on these skills in rich and exciting ways. We are passionate about building upon the children’s cultural capital giving them not only an awareness of the similarities and differences between the different cultures but asking them to reflect upon these and become fully inclusive. We are aware that learning another language positively impacts on having a healthy mind and body, contributing to an improved working memory, attention and ability to multitask. Therefore, through the teaching of French, we expose our children to new expressions, ideas and people, which strengthen relationships. We intend for our curriculum to be the introduction to a lifelong learning of languages. Our school is a place where everyone is given an education that builds on their strengths and addresses their individual needs to ensure progression. We believe that all children should be able to achieve their full potential academically, socially, emotionally and physically.
French Curriculum Implementation

In Portobello Primary we facilitate the best possible outcomes for all our children. We have an inclusive approach when delivering our diverse, broad and balanced curriculum and recognise the needs and strengths of all our individual children. All children will succeed in this curriculum area because of our bespoke approach to their learning requirements. Teachers are trained to use formative assessment accurately within lessons to ensure the provision of targeted support and challenge effectively. Where appropriate, adaptations are made to the curriculum in response to individual or groups of children. In lessons children are supported in a number of appropriate ways until they no longer require the scaffolded support and are then encouraged to progress their independence, to embed skills and fully develop their own potential and to ensure independent excellence is achieved.  We ensure we promote, teach and celebrate diversity and equality though the delivery of the curriculum. We recognise the importance of retrieval and the impact that this has on learning for all our children to be able to remember and do more. Therefore, we ensure that sufficient time for high quality retrieval practise is firmly embedded into the teaching sequence. To strengthen their understanding and consolidate knowledge and skills we ask that retrieval practise takes place not just during the lesson but over time. Children actively participate in high quality rehearsal, summarising, analysing or application activities.
We believe exploration of language and culture is key to language learning. Through our curriculum we want our children to have a natural willingness to find out and learn about other countries, cultures and languages. If we give them the skill of being able to communicate in another language and the thirst to learn more we open up the invaluable skill of being able to communicate effectively in a multi-lingual society, and therefore enrich their world. French teaching at Portobello Primary delivers the requirements of the National Curriculum through the Kapow scheme of work. Our French curriculum has been designed to progressively develop skills. It ensures children progressively acquire vocabulary, with planned time to consolidate to ensure learning is firmly embedded. Each new unit of learning builds on previously learned knowledge. French learning takes place in discrete weekly lessons. However, the spoken language can be heard being used at various points throughout the school day, ensuring children are immersed in the language. 
National Curriculum for Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught to: 

· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words

· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing languages, understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English
French Curriculum Impact

We organise our French curriculum in such a way that many meaningful opportunities are given to the children where they can communicate with each other in the French language. This communication can often be heard throughout the school day, as well as in the discrete French lesson. When appropriate developmentally, our children are made aware that language has structure and how this differs from one language to another. If children are bi-lingual, we actively pursue the importance of looking at other languages too. Our children enjoy learning the language of French and are interested in developing an understanding of culture and diversity. As our children progress through Key Stage Two they learn to sing simple French songs and are taught to speak several French phrases. With practise and over time these phrases are said with increased fluency and confidence. We recognise the importance of reading and writing skills and take pride that our children can read and write some simple French. As the children progress they are taught the basic grammar including feminine, masculine, and plural forms and key features and patterns of French including word order. 
Supporting the development of Spiritual Moral Social Cultural Development

Through the teaching of modern foreign languages, we aim to challenge stereotypes and embed the acceptance of other cultures in a national and international context, whilst providing appropriate challenge if opinions are expressed that are contrary to fundamental British values and promotion of community cohesion.  Our children are all encouraged and given the skills to show empathy when understanding others and learning about right and wrong choices. We recognise the importance of teaching about the religious beliefs of those who live within the countries of the language they are learning. Children are encouraged to actively participate in lessons, independently, through paired learning, group learning and whole class. More often, differentiated grouping is used to utilise social time and further develop interaction with a range of children. During this time, children are encouraged to proactively use the target language being taught. In Portobello Primary we have a growth mindset approach firmly embedded in everything we do. Children understand that learning takes place over time and that they are required to make the most of all learning opportunities, mistakes are one part of this. In modern foreign language lessons, the children use each other as a tool for learning and develop their own goals, celebrate successes, whilst giving constructive feedback for improvement.  
Oracy in French
In French, oracy is central to language acquisition and communication. It enables students to develop fluency, confidence, and cultural awareness through spoken interaction. All four strands of oracy—physical, linguistic, cognitive, and social & emotional—will be explicitly taught and embedded throughout the curriculum to support students in becoming confident and effective speakers of French.

Physical: Pupils will develop clear pronunciation, accurate intonation, and expressive delivery when speaking in French. They will practise using appropriate volume, pace, and body language to enhance communication in both rehearsed and spontaneous speech.

Linguistic: Students will be taught to use a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately and appropriately. They will engage in structured conversations, role-plays, and presentations to build fluency and precision in their spoken French.

Cognitive: Oracy will support students in developing their thinking and reasoning in the target language. They will be encouraged to ask and answer questions, express opinions, justify choices, and reflect on their learning using French as the medium of communication.

Social & Emotional: Through pair and group work, students will build confidence, resilience, and empathy. They will learn to listen actively, respond respectfully, and support one another in developing their spoken language skills in a positive and inclusive environment.

Oracy will be embedded across all aspects of the French curriculum, enabling students to communicate meaningfully, think critically, and engage with the language and culture in a purposeful and authentic way.
French Curriculum Assessment and Monitoring

French is monitored by the subject leaders throughout all year groups using a number of strategies including learning outcomes moderations and discussions with teaching staff and children. Senior Leaders also discuss French with English Portfolio Governors once yearly and they complete a written report to Governors in Summer Term Two. Teaching staff are encouraged to provide evidence in the form of video clips, audio clips and written learning where appropriate to support evidence of attainment and progress of children against the National Curriculum objectives. Throughout lessons children are provided with reflection time for them to self and peer assess against the learning objectives. is monitored by the subject leaders throughout all year groups using a number of strategies including learning outcomes moderations and discussions with teaching staff and children. At the end of each half term teaching staff assess the children against the essential knowledge learning objectives as set in the progression documents. They make accurate and informed assessments using the language of ‘all/most/some children’. Specific children who required further support or who excelled at their learning are identified. Comments refer to taught vocabulary and if this is embedded or requires further consolidation. Next steps in learning are identified for the next half term or the next teacher so gaps in learning are effectively and immediately taught and children make progress.


	Year 3 

	Autumn – French greetings and French adjectives of colour, size and shape


	New Words We Will Use and Understand
· Bonjour, salut, au revoir, bonsoir, bonne nuit, ça va bien, ça va mal, c’est..., comment tu t’appelles ? je m'appelle..., non, oui
· Rouge, bleu, jaune, vert, orange, un cercle, un triangle, un carré, un rectangle, grand, petit, c'est

	What We Will Remember 

Autumn 1

· To greet someone and introduce yourself in French.

· To use the correct French greeting for the time of day.

· To ask and answer a question about feelings in French.

· To perform a finger rhyme in French.
Autumn 2

· To recognise and name colour words.

· To describe shapes by their colour.

· To describe shapes by their size and colour.

· To understand and recognise what are cognates and near cognates.

· To follow instructions in French.



	Additional Learning Opportunities
Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 


	Spring 1 and 2 - French playground games -numbers and age and classroom instructions

	New Words We Will Use and Understand
· un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq, six, sept, huit, neuf, dix, onze, douze

· un crayon, un taille-crayon, un stylo, un cahier, un sac, une règle, une gomme, une trousse, des ciseaux, j’ai, je n’ai pas, tu as…?

	What We Will Remember 

Spring 1 

· To count beyond 6 in French. 

· To use number words to give more information about ourselves.

· To recognise the numbers one to twelve, written in French.

· To use the number words one to twelve when playing playground games.
Spring 2

· To understand and respond to simple classroom instructions.

· To name school bag objects and recognise if they are masculine or feminine.

· To ask and answer a question about something you have or do not have.

· To read and understand short sentences.


	Additional Learning Opportunities
Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 

 

	Summer 1 and 2 – French transport and the circle of life

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· un ferry, un train, un autobus, un ballon, un hélicoptère, un vélo, un sous-marin, un avion, une voiture, un bateau, à pied, je vais

· un éléphant, un lion, un lapin, un loup, un oiseau, un poisson, un serpent, un singe, un ver, une grenouille, une tortue, une girafe



	What We Will Remember 
Summer 1

· To be able to compare French with English and identify words that are cognates.

· To be able to adapt, ask and answer questions about a picture prompt.

· To be able to describe a journey to different French-speaking countries around the world.

· To be able to conduct a survey in French and select an appropriate method to present the results.

Summer 2

· To know some nouns in French and determine gender.

· To build sentences to describe where something lives or does not live.

· To use knowledge about language to solve a science-based puzzle.

· To describe a food chain in French.

· To write a range of sentences in French to describe a food chain.


	Additional Learning Opportunities
Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Year 4

	Autumn 1 and 2 – Describing in French and getting dressed in France 

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· il a/elle a, il est/elle est, heureux/heureuse, sérieux/sérieuse, les cheveux, les yeux, petit/petite, grand/grande, il s'appelle..., elle s'appelle..., blond(e)(s), noir(e)(s)

· un T-shirt, un short, un pantalon, un chapeau, une culotte, une chemise, un pull, des bottes, une robe, des chaussettes, des baskets, il/elle porte
· 

	What We Will Remember 

Autumn 1

· To begin to understand that adjectives change if they describe a feminine noun.

· To understand a simple description of hair and eye colour.

· To understand, create and write simple descriptive sentences.

Autumn 2

· To recognise and use vocabulary relating to clothing.

· To apply their understanding of noun and adjective agreement in French.

· To understand adjectival position and agreement for gender and number.

· To express an opinion (like/dislike).

· To describe an outfit using adjectives correctly.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Spring 1 and Spring 2 - French numbers, calendars and birthdays and French weather and the water cycle

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· onze, douze, Treize, quatorze, seize, dix-sept, dix-huit, dix-neuf, vingt, vingt-et-un, trente, un anniversaire

· il fait beau, il fait mauvais, il fait chaud, il fait froid, il pleut, il neige, il y a du soleil, il y a du vent, le nord, le sud, l'est, l'ouest



	What We Will Remember 

Spring 1

· To recall and use numbers 1 to 31 in French.

· To say the days of the week in French.

· To say the months of the year.

· To select vocabulary to discuss the date in French.

· To compare similarities and differences between traditional birthday celebrations in France and England.

Spring 2

· To say weather phrases.

· To describe the weather using points of the compass.

· To recognise the French written words for multiples of ten.

· To understand the water cycle in French.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Summer 1 and Summer 2- French food and the Eurovision song contest

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· le café, le restaurant, le menu, une boisson, une entrée, un plat principal, je voudrais, j'aime, s'il vous plait, merci, le serveur, l'addition

· le piano, le violon, le saxophone, le clavier, la guitare, la flute, la flûte à bec, la clarinette, la batterie, la trompette, jouer de, la musique



	What We Will Remember 

Summer 1

· To begin to understand a conversation in French.

· To read and say amounts of money in French.

· To identify and pronounce the names of French shops correctly.

· To create a French menu based on authentic texts.

Summer 2
· To be able to say which musical instrument you play.

· To be able to say what kind of music you like or do not like.

· To research and write information about European countries in French.

· To write a short, simple text, using familiar language.

· To perform a song in French from memory with accurate pronunciation.



	Additional Learning Opportunities 

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Year 5 

	Autumn 1 and 1 Noun gender, body parts and space exploration

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· le corps, la tête, la bouche, le nez, les yeux, les pieds, les bras, les jambes, les dents, la queue, courte (s), long (s), longue (s)

· le Système solaire, le Soleil, la Lune, la Terre, une planète, l’espace, plus ... que, moins ... que, grand, petit, chaud, froid



	What We Will Remember 

Autumn 1

· To investigate a text for clues to understand new words.

· To identify nouns by their gender, number and meaning.

· To apply knowledge of French nouns and gender agreement to a short piece of writing.

· To develop understanding of adjectival rules in French.

· To apply knowledge of vocabulary and grammar to a piece of writing.
Autumn 2

· To identify keywords, phrases from the solar system.

· To apply knowledge of noun and adjective agreement to create metaphors in French.
· To make comparisons in French.

· To develop understanding of the rules of adjectival agreement.

· To describe and compare alien planets.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Spring 1 and 2 – Speaking and shopping in France

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· Trente, quarante, cinquante, soixante, soixante-dix, quatre-vingts, quatre-vingt-dix, cent, ça fait ..., c’est combien ?

· au nord, au sud, à l’est, à l’ouest, je vais, tu vas, la France – France, la Grande-Bretagne, un pays, un Drapeau, parce que, il y a



	What We Will Remember 

Spring 1

· To build numbers and prices confidently in French.

· To name different foods in French and notice patterns in sounds.

· To be able to join in with and perform a short, repetitive story using voice and actions to communicate to an audience.

· To be able to use vocabulary to describe a quantity of different food nouns.

· To be able to explore and understand an authentic French text.
Spring 

· To recognise, read and respond to directional language.

· To read and give directions in French

· To identify features of countries in the French-speaking world.

· To investigate climate data from the French-speaking world using authentic materials.

· To ask and answer questions about different countries in the French-speaking world.

	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Summer 1 and 2 – identifying verbs and family members

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· Chanter, courir, danser, dormir, écrire, jouer, lire, manger, nager, aimer, avoir, être

· mon frère, ma sœur, fils/fille unique, mon père, ma mère, mes parents, mon grand-père, ma grand-mère, mon oncle, ma tante, mon cousin, ma cousine



	What We Will Remember 

Summer 1

· To recognise that verbs take different forms and to find infinitive verbs in a dictionary.

· To begin to recognise some regular verbs in the present tense.

· To recognise that verbs take different forms and to find infinitive verbs in a dictionary.

· To know that some verbs do not follow regular patterns.

· To build and deliver a short presentation, choosing and using a range of action verbs.
Summer 2

· To recognise and use phrases to say if I have a brother or sister.

· To be able to name different family members on a family tree.

· To be able to build descriptive sentences into a short paragraph.

· To be able to understand and express simple opinions.

· To plan and prepare a short presentation about my family.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Year 6 

	Autumn 1 and 2 – French sport and the Olympics

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· je joue, je fais, le foot, le basket, le tennis, le ski, le rugby, le hockey, j'aime, j'adore, je déteste, le sport

· le ballon, le but, le sifflet, le terrain, marquer un but, mi-temps, sauver un but, un carton jaune, un carton rouge, une équipe, un match de foot, un footballeur/footballeuse



	What We Will Remember 

Autumn 1

· To express an opinion about sports and to say which sports you play.

· To learn the words in French for countries around the world

· To conjugate the verb ‘to go’ and say I or someone else is going to a country.

· To rehearse orally new vocabulary.

· To learn about the French game of pétanque and to rehearse new vocabulary.

Autumn 2

· To use language detective skills to decode.

· To describe where a person comes from, using forms of the verb phrase venir de.

· To develop reading and comprehension skills in French by answering questions.

· To develop reading and comprehension skills in French by answering questions about French footballers.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Spring 1 and 2 – Houses and planning a French holiday

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· une maison, le salon, la chambre, la cuisine, le Jardin, la salle de bain, à côté de, derrière, devant, entre, sous, sur

· je vais en/au/aux ..., je vais aller ..., maintenant, demain, les vacances, une valise, en été, en hiver, pourquoi ?, parce que, cette année, beaucoup de



	What We Will Remember 

Spring 1 

· To describe houses in French.

· To write a description of a house in French.

· To use prepositions to describe the position of items/objects.
Spring 2

· To identify and form the present and near future tenses.

· To describe which clothes to pack for a holiday.

· To read and understand a story about a summer holiday.

· To plan a holiday to France.


	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 



	Summer 1 and 2- Visiting France

	New Words We Will Use and Understand

· en voiture, en bus, en train, en avion, à vélo, à pied, entre, autour de, au bord de, loin de, la droite, la gauche



	What We Will Remember 

· To begin to understand and speak directions to places in a town.

· To express and justify an opinion on where to visit in a town.

· To analyse a text and identify key grammatical features.



	Additional Learning Opportunities

Develop language comprehension, language production and cultural awareness. 





