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Achievement Assembly

Our achievement assembly celebrated children who have “concentrated” well this week. Well done to the
following children:

Reception: Isla Year 1: Solomon Year 2: Miles

Year 3: Hastaaj Year 4: Millie Year 5: Marshall  Year 6: Will

Celebrating Attendance
Whole school attendance is currently at 95.6%
Well done to Year 6 for best attendance this week at 100%!

Date for Diary
e Mon 315" March - Reception class trip to Hall Hill Farm

e Tues 15" April - Y4 walk around Birtley

e Thur 10™ April - Easter Celebration special lunch (menu on website calendar)

e Friday 11™ April - Break up for Easter - Returning Mon 28™ April

e Thur 8™ May - Reception class trip to Safetyworks

e Mon 2" June - Inset day - school closed to pupils

o Fri 4™ July - Summer School Fayre 2pm

¢ Midnight 15th June - School Uniform order deadline for free to School Delivery
e Monday 7™ July - Occasional Day - school closed to pupils and staff

e Mon 15" Sept - Inset day - school closed to pupils

Rights Respecting | I

Article 24: T have the right to be as healthy as possible.
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Dance Festival

What a night! We are so proud of our amazing dancers, who put on a
fantastic show at the Gateshead School Sports Partnership Dance Festival. Well done everyone!
#TeamPortobello #6SDF25

Free School Meal eligibility is changing

The government are making changes to FSM eligibility as of April, if you qualify by 315" March 2025, your
child will retain free school meals for their current phase of education, up to end of Year 6 in primary and
if you have any children in secondary up until the end of the secondary school phase too.

The government has extended free school meal eligibility to include some families with no recourse to
public funds (NRPF) who receive support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. Please
see the section headed 'Families with no recourse to public funds' below for information or contact the
team direct on 0191 433 3729 or at benefitsfsm@gateshead.gov.uk

Click on the link below or contact Mrs Lister for a paper copy of the form, once you have completed the
form, Mrs Lister can then scan direct to the FSM team too.
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/7433/Free-school-meals

Comic Relief Red Nose Day 40™ Anniversary
Thank you for your donations for Comic Relief Red Nose Day, you donated £160.11 to Comic Relief, the
impact of your generosity will be felt in the UK and around the world.
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Easter Egg Decorating Competition

We are thrilled to announce that Portobello Primary School will be
holding our annual Easter egg decorating competition! This year, there
is no set theme, allowing our children to enjoy complete creative £
freedom. To keep everyone safe, especially those with food allergies, iy <

we kindly ask that decorated egg entries are not brought into school. f;;f‘/’

Instead, families wishing to take part can decorate their eggs at home =

and submit a photograph of their entry via their child's class eSchools assignment, or for Reception
entries upload onto Seesaw. All staff will have the exciting task of voting for their favourite, and the
winner will receive a delicious chocolatey prize!l All entries must be submitted by Thursday 10th April
2025. We can't wait to see the amazing designs our talented pupils create - good luck to everyone taking
part!

Struggle with making payments online?

Check out the school website for a step-by-step guide or view the how to
links below: https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-
gb/sections/4409410266641-Payments

Family First
netmums

Here's your free copy of the UK's
largest parenting title - Enjoy!

GET THE SCHOOL

GATEWAY APP |P‘ I
Stay fully connected ‘
to your child’s life at

school, wherever you
are. Download from

your app store. GETITON
* Google Play

free’this
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Building a happier, healthier family lifestyle
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For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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APP

While Bluesky has been around since 2019, it's suddenly taken off in a big way thanks to a

significant exodus from X (formerly Twitter). Indeed, it looks and behaves a lot like Twitter before
Elon Musk bought the platform. Bluesky has been touted in recent months as a safer, more

open-minded alternative to X - but like any social media site, it still has its share of risks.

ACCOUNTS

While most social networks allow

accounts to be private, at the time of

writing, all Bluesky accounts must be

public. The development team has indicated
this might change in the future, but the app is
built on a public-first protocol. If private
accounts are ever introduced, it may only be in
alimited way - such as through the
implementation of group chats.

INTERACTIONS WITH
STRANGERS

Every account being public means that
anyone can be contacted by anyone else.
While users don‘t have to respond and can
easily block people and move on, it does mean
that youngsters are at particular risk of being
conned by scammers, messaged by predatory
adults or exposed to others with ill intentions.
These hazards can be compounded by the fact

that Bluesky doesn't require its users to provide
their real name,

TROLLING AND

BULLYING

While Bluesky currently feels a lot friendlier than
X seems to have become, its lack of private
accounts means that there’s nothing to stop
users from trolling and cyberbullying younger
people. While accounts can be blocked and
reported, a persistent bully could simply create

anew profile, potentially making their victims
feel unsafe in continuing to use the app.
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USE THE ADULT CONTENT FILTER

,.
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Biuesky doesn't have much in the way of parental controls, but there are

content filters which can hide sexual and graphic imag hese are enabled by default
for underage accounts but can be manually turned on in the ‘Moderation’ section of the
app's settings. The ‘advanced' Bluesky Moderation Service lets you restrict content even
further, hiding - for example - self-harm content, extremist rhetoric, and even rude posts.
~—

ENCOURAGE BLOCKING AND REPORTING

Another tool that Bluesky uses to ensure a decent experience is muting

and blocking accounts. The former prevents you from seeing a specific user's

content, while the latter stops them from seeing yours. If a child is encountering trolls
or bullies on the platform, encourage them to use this function, while also reporting the
offenders to help make the platform a nicer place for everyone.
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Meet Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who has
written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom's Guide, The
Evening Standard, The Guardian and The New Statesman.
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Established news organisations have

Y fact-checking and editing processes, but
social networks have no such controls and
can often serve as breeding grounds for
misinformation and disinformation. Bluesky will
possibly be no different once it reaches a
certain size, and children may not have the
critical thinking skills to tell fact from fiction - or
to discern an informative, honest user froma
malicious one.

ADULT TARGET
AUDIENCE

Bluesky isn't designed with children in mind,
and there aren’t many parental controls on the
platform. In an interview with the BBC, Bluesky’s
CEO originally said that the app would only
allow users aged 18 and above to sign up, buta
spokesperson later clarified its age restriction
as 13+. This could imply the app was originally
meant for an adult audience and suggests that
making the platform more child-friendly might
not currently be a priority.

RAPID GROWT

Atthe time of writing, Bluesky seems

calm in comparison with other social

networks where moderation is lax and the
atmosphere toxic - but that’s due at least in
partto its smaller community. The app has
recently been adding as many as a million users
per day, and if that continues, there'll be more
unpleasant users to handle, and moderators
could struggle to maintain the pleasant
environment Bluesky is currently known for.

LOOK OUT FOR FAKES

Impersonation is a problem on all social networks. While the consequences are usually
benign, imposters sometimes attempt to scam or groom children by pretending to be a
popular influencer or online personality. Bluesky is unique in that it can be connected to
official domains, with users’ handles linking to other sites; while this isn’t widely used right
now, it could be a reliable way to verify celebrities and public figures in future.
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KEEP AN OPEN DIALOGUE

As with all social media platforms, moderation and content filters can only do so much;

it's highly likely that a child will eventually face something unsavoury. For that reason, it's
important to make sure that young people are aware of the risks and know how to handle
the technology if anything they see on the app makes them feel unsafe or uncomfortable.
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is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 26.03.2025

With an App Store
rating of 17+ & Google
Play rating Mature
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
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